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• First funded in 2001
Funded by the European Commission, 
following preparatory work by Roger 
Jowell and Max Kaase at the European 
Science Foundation

• Academic cross-national survey 
Measuring attitudes, behaviour, and
demographics of people in Europe (but
also incl. Israel, Turkey, Ukraine etc.)

• 10 rounds completed
Every two years since 2002/03 -
in 39 participating countries

• Face-to-face interviews R1-9
The questionnaire lasts one-hour and 
has been translated into 50 languages

• Self-completion methods in R10
Due to the pandemic, national teams 
could implement self-completion 
methods in Round 10 for the first time

• All data free for non-commercial use
Available to download from the ESS 
Data Portal in a range of file formats for 
statistical software programmes

• Over 215,000 registered users
More than 65% students

• 6,585 academic publications
Journal articles, books, working and 
conference papers that analysed our 
data have been published (2003-22)

European Social Survey: Overview
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1. HQ: City, University of London (UK)

2. Centerdata (Netherlands)

3. GESIS - Leibniz Institute for 
the Social Sciences (Germany)

4. Sikt - Norwegian Agency for 
Shared Services in Education 
and Research (Norway)

5. SCP - The Netherlands Institute 
for Social Research (Netherlands)

6. Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Spain)

7. University of Essex (UK)

8. University of Ljubljana (Slovenia)

European Social Survey: Core Scientific Team (CST)
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Participating countries
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Round 10 (2020-22)
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• 31 participating countries

• Complications with fieldwork
due to pandemic

• Several countries switched
to self-completion modes

• Extended fieldwork period: 
September 2020 – May 2022

• Weighted data now available 
for 30 countries

• Separate datasets:
Face to face & 
Self-completion
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CORE MODULES

• Media/Internet use, social trust

• Political interest, trust in others / 
institutions, electoral and other 
forms of participation, party 
allegiance, socio-political 
orientations, immigration

• Subjective wellbeing, social 
exclusion, crime, religion, 
perceived discrimination, national 
and ethnic identity, vote intention 
in EU referendum

ESS Questionnaire Structure

• Socio-demographic profile: 
household composition, sex, age, 
marital status, type of area, 
education & occupation of 
respondent, partner, parents, 
union membership, income and 
ancestry

• Human Values Scale 

ROTATING MODULES (ESS R10):

• Understandings and Evaluations 
of Democracy

• Digital Social Contacts in Work 
and Family Life
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ESSential Insights: Countries & Topics

• Subjective happiness, 
health, social life

• Household income and 
feelings about its 
sufficiency

• Subjective safety

• Satisfaction with 
institutional performance 
(democracy, government, 
economy, education, 
healthcare)
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Contact

europeansocialsurvey.org
EuropeanSocialSurvey
European-Social-Survey
ESS_Survey
EuropeanSocialSurveyERIC

Jurijs.nikisins@lu.lv
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